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O F 



Inftituted CHURCHES 

Explainedt and Proved from the W O R D of GO D. 



CHAP. I. 

Tbi W^d (f Godffives us fufficient Lights tc direif, us ahu$ 
h^ituted Churches and all Admimftratious tbenin^ 

TH E Nstore of mkjaltituted Church and the Ordinances 
CO be attended therein^ have been n>atter of great loqar* 
ly in dide litter Agesw And thofe Inc^uirie^ have been 
Accompanied widh great Animofities, Dilbords and Perfe* 
cations : ThoTe fimmand acfiiods that have been admired by (bme^ 
lave been dccryed by othcn^ and Multitodes of People are lefc at a 
lofs whedunr thert bier any certain Rnle to Guide us j or any certainty 
Co be atcdned in theft thiojp. 

Two thmgs eftecially liave Undred thofe that have been ftudioos 
in theic points, jfrom giving iatfafeAion to others : One of them is, 
that fome of ucm lunre l>eai escceeding tenadoosof the Traditions 
ind AttdeaC vfages of the Cburcb, not confidering how difmal a 
Corfiq>tioa and Degeneracy did in a little time prevail : whereby 
it comes to ads that liho& things are obtruded upon as as Rules, 
which weredieBlemilhes and EttorsoC the AndtatQusodbi *. Tb&\ 
bare a Venecation for aat^^t^ ^iiA%ii%^ ^"^^^^ 
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Farfier&4or Canonical. ^Tlic Other is^ that ^^^ have attempted to 
conapUeaconiplcat Platform^ ofjhe^Fooks'of the NcwTeftament 
alone, looking on all 6l3 Tclfamenf RffT a, '' iTlaihik; t o Chw f tt» Af- 
fairs, as out of Date: buc if we would have a rij'^lit undcrflanding 
of the mind of God in thefc thiiigs, mutt not be oin dependants 
upon traditions, neither mall: we confine our felvcs to one part of 
Scripture, but fearcKinto che^whele AVoircl ^^^^^^^^^^^^^'^^^.^ 

It is certaip that (Sod doesfally ||irect us i^tp Sc^tffe, #n- 
ceraing the 'Affairs of his.ftoflfe •, asthe Wor^f^od d»t£perCft- 
ly direft us how we fhould behave our felves in the' family atw in 
the Common-wealth, fo in the Church : There is no need of any 
Addition to the Scriptures: There needs an Interpretation of the 
Word, J>ut ndthiflg at all '^o' be added to it : God doth not ^ive us 
fome broken pieces of a Platform ;: but hath'reviakiid^fiigj. whole 
wilLip.. that matter : We are not left under a neccffity of miffing 
the Rrfle or* gueffing' it it. . God liath d«fcribcd »to :us the 
whole Body of Church Affairs : For the Scripture ii a perfeS KiAe of 
Life^ Pfal. 19. 7. 2 Tim. 3. 17, i8, Mcnjhall he blamed for nothing 
at the Day of Judgment ^but what the Scriptwe does CondemnjKQV.10,12. 
yVhat God hath" not revealed tq us^ is no Rfile to us : Jnd God hath no 
rvhere elfe revealed the Rule but in the ScYiptufe. As we have no extra- 
brdinaty Pfolphets' to reveal the miad of Qod .^^ 'So theife g^rc. no qa^p 
written traditions to make known the mmd of 'Gi&'^ ra''this 
matter. "' '-^'M-h 

There be three forts of Rules in Scripture to guide us iri Church 
Affairs. ' i ^v ;:>t .'• ff ^ 

. i. '.General Moral Rules : Thefe Rttlcsgitrcns light in Oipny C 
Affairs : So that Rule of Lot/in^ God and ounHey^U/lafifi f{at. 23^37, 
38,39. So that Rule of not partahng' iH'.athir 'j^m:Sin^ i T1W5, 
22. So that Rule of Peace and Edificatkim^ Uotn; 14^ iSi,'q[0. r.&ijtib^t 
Rule of doing things decently 'and in orda^ .1 Cor. il^. tQtf:.\$9k^atRuUy 
Phil. 4. 8. So that Rule of'HUmilltyy i" Pet. t--J- 'ifl^^ 
fuch like /JjewusourDMty inntanyGajSisi'r.Ii^^ i x;j ij^atr:^^ *.[ <^j 
I. There be many tWiigs neceJTajPy whlchf'th^ ;ii\(litirtion 

about:. God \vaVnTbi-c jjartic^la^'^ith the 5^en^ becaufe theChprch 
then was ih its Infancy, than We is with ns : So we hav^ no inftituti- 
011, how many Elders to have in a Ohurdi^ howoft^ to Pray or 
Sing, on the Sabbath : How often t op f^tidimf iheltord^^ 





TAere be abuadaace of other particulars, abov^x. ^^&s^ vcva.v«x^^S. 
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DiCcipliue, the Age of Pcrfons to be admitted to the Lords Supper * 
which are to be determined by Moral Rules. 

2. Many things that are commanded in Church Afiairs arc the 
proper confequenccs of it^oral Rules : And fo don't need an ia- 
Ititution : There be many things occaQonally commanded .- Which do 
not properly belong to Divine inftitutions, that are not Branches of 
the fecond Commandment, but proper deduction from Moral Rules -, 
So that about Reconciliation to an offended Brother, Mjtth. 5. 23, 
24. For Chrijl did nofr novo make new Jewtfh injiitutions : So that about 
private dealing with an offending Brother, Afatth.iS. 15, 1 5. So 
thofe Rules, 1 Tim, j; J7j ^9. i Cor. n. 28. And many others are 
piaia i^oral Duties. 

3. A/oral Rules muft be -attended in Church Affairs as well as in 
other tilings ; Rules tor doing things that are for Peace, Edification, 
and for the good of our Neighbpars, bind in Ecclefiaftical caics as 
well as in Civil and Domellical : Therefore they are Generally Pro- 
ponnucdj Phi!. 4. 8. Tea^ there is more vpeight tobe hid on them^ then 

' ;;,; injiitutions^ Mar. 12. 33. We muft never Ad contrary to Moral 
Ki]c:. : Churches are'bpund to Moral Rules, as well as other Socie* 
ti:s \Vr^ have no liberty in the Ad minift ration of the.thingsof 
f:;r::is • !oi;H to break /^<^oral Rules. 

2. OH TeftaiTient inftitutions : A great part of Old Teftamcnt 
ialtitir:ina5 arc abolifhed : All typical Laws are out of Date ; But 
fome in!licu:ions that were in force then are inf^rcenow : Thus 
Cjj^zrch Societic:;, the Preaching of the Word, Fafts, Thankfgiv- 
r^-j%y arc 10 hz attended ftill. Confider, 

T. The/ and we are under the fame Gofpel, there was the fame 
w^y of Salvation then as now, they were under a Gorenantof 
Grace and Saved by Chrift as well as we, Beb. 4, 2. Hence there be 
feveral things common to them and us .• Hence the People of God 
un;UrtheOld and New Teftament muft be fochashave avifible 
1 ..ion to Chrift ; they and we muft have figns reprefenting Chrift, 
1 r:r. 10. 3,4. 

:.. The Nature of a Church is the fame under both Teftaments : 
A Church is not one kind of thing in the Old Teftament and ano- 
t. 'er in the New ; But it has the lame ellence and definition : The 
r :i!:r.er of the Church and the form is the fame .• The Church then 
f iod in the fame relation to God, was appointed for Communion 
V. ith God, and enjoyed his prefence as now. 

3. There were feveral Ordinances in the ]ewi(h 'Church, that had 
no particular reference to the times before Chrift ; or to any parti- 
c'ilar condition of that People: And fuch Ordinances Ceft^axta hs. ci£ 
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force 'ftill, as their, having aa holy Convocation, ttv. 23. 13. So, 

much of the work of the Priefts, they were to teach the People, DeiAt. 

33i 10. They were to blefs tlie People, Hum. 6. 23. So it was their 

manner in folemn Prayer and Bleffing to lay on hands : So Excomuni- 

cation, which is to continue in the Ghriftian Church, Matth. 18. 1 7* 

4. We are referred in fome cafes to thofe inftitutions : God 

fends us to the Law for light, directs us to do as was appointed in 

the Old Teftament ; So about Wpraens not fpeaking in the Church, 

I Coy. 1 4. 34. So about the maintenance of Minifters, Gd. 6. 6. 

I Cor. 9. 13, 14. 

3, New Teftament inftitutions, there were (bme inftitutions ap- 
pointed by Chrift under the Gofpel, thefe are few ; principally, 
what Officers (hall be in the Church, ihe Sacraments of Baptifm^ and 
the Lords Supper^ and the fir fi day Sabbath. 

I . We muft diftinguilh between Temporal and Perpetual inftitu- 
tioAS : Some inftitutions were only for a time, as the Office of the 
Apoftles : So the anointing of the fid with Oyl^ Jam. 5.14. There are 
others that are to continue to the end of the World .• So is Baptifm^ 
MattH.20. The Lords Supper^ i Cor. 11, 25. Thefe Ordinances will 
not be removed as Jewiflj Ceremonies, Heb. 1 3. 28. 
• 2. Diftinguilh between appro.ved pradifes and inftitutions, there 
were many prafltifes and inftitutions, there were many praftifes in 
the primitive times that were approved, yet not binding to us: 
The Church at Jerufalem had feven Deacons, j4Ss 6. %. They did 
Baptizje in private Houfes^ A&. 10. 33. Chrifl^fent out hisDifciples two 
muitwo^' Lvik' :io. I. This doth not fliew that thefe things Were in- 
ftitutions X that is meet to be done in one cafe, that is not meet to 
be done in another : One or two Examples fhew the Lawfulnefs of a 
pra&ife, but do not make it a binding Rule. 
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TH E Word Church isukd Equivocally, there are three fenfes 
efpecially , vvherein it is ufed m the Scripture. 

Firft^ It is taken for thofe that are Spiritually United unto Chrift, 
the mtftical Body of. Cbrift, £ph. 5.. 27. Jbat he might prefcnt it t$ 
bimfelf a Glariimi Cbarch. ... 1 

Swmdfy^ For. that part of- the World that doth profefs. the true 
faith for:thcm that are vifible Chriftians,- i Cor. 15. 9, / perfecuted 
the Church of God. 

Thirdly^ It is taken for an Inftituted Church ; this Church is in- 
vefted by Chrift with Spiritual Power and is thus defined : A Church 
is a Society of Saints joy ned together, according to the appoint- 
mentof Chrift for the conftant «rryingon of his publick Wor- 
Ihip .. A Church is a Society, a fifngle Perfon is not a Church, a 
Church is a Colledion or Congregative Body, confiding of many . 
Members, i Cor. 12. 27. Ye are the Body of Chrift and Members 
in particulars, hence it is compared to a ftockand other Colledtive 
Bodies ; It is a Society of Saints, The Afetitbers of a Church are Saints 
fy cffUing\ I Cor. 1 1 . 1 2« To the Ghureh of God which is at Corinth^ 
to themf , which are fandified in Chrift Jefus, called to be Saints, 
tsOoTi t^i'i^.. Jn all the Churches, of the Saints^ the Church of tkjews 
.was^aSocUty^f'Saints^^idX, 79. 12, iri. Pfal. i. None are to be Mem- 
b&sof Injtituted Churches^ hut thofe that are Members sf the Catholick 
Charcb. i Particular Churches are but parts and braaehes of the Ca- 
tholick Church, they are the Churches of God, the Body of Chrift^ 
the Temple of God, therefore muft be Holy. Therefore Socie^ 
ties tff 'Fapifts are abufively called Churches - : A Church doth joy a 
together for the Publick carrying on of the Worfhip of God ; A 
Family joyning together for the private carrying on of the Worfhip 
of God is not a Church *, ^e read of a Church in the Houfe of Jqui^ 
laj Rom. I (J. 5. And in the Houfe. of Nymphas^ Col. 4. 15. Be- 
cauTe there the publick Worlhip of GJpd was attended : The Church 
doth jojni for the carrying on pf publick Worlhip j as the Preach- 
ing of^the word, the Admlniftration of Sacraments and difpenfing 
ofCenfures in a publick way. 
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A Church doth joyn together for the conftant carrying on of the 
publick Worfhip of God, for a Clturch is a Body Corporate, which 
may continue from Generation to Generation^ it is not any occafi- 
onal Meeting together, that gives being to a Chdtch : A Church isc 
ftandtng Society, not depending on any occafional Meeting ; Them- 
fore a Congregation that meet together on a LeSurc Day,. from &- 
veral Towns to hear the WordPrcached arc not a Church, neither 
have any Ecclefiaftical Power ; Yea, a fynod that meet now and 
then occafionally, though it may be called a rcprefentative Church 
is not a Church properly -, the Members thereof are chofen for a 
perticular occafion : A Church doth joya together according to 
Chrifts appointment ; Chrilb^h^s giveq a Rule according to whidi 
they ought to joyn together, and if Men joyn in Worfliiping with 
a Church irregularly, that does not make them to be Members of 
that Church: If a mart that lives In one Town where there is a 
Church, doth joyn conftantly in worlhiping with anoUier Ghofcb, 
that doth not make him a Member of that Church. 

Qucft. rf^bo are vifible Saints } 
^ Jnfrp. This Queftion hath been matter of great debate, and an oc- 
cafion of great contention in the Church % we may not count thofe 
only to be Saints, who after the ftrideit Examination, give confi- 
derable evidence that they are Saints : We have no fuch Rule, the 
practice of the Apoftles in admitting Members into the Ghriftian 
Church, doth not Countenance any fuch Ojpinion, neither are we to 
make Baptized Perfons and Viiiblc Saints to be the fame ;; for Pec 
fons muft be VifiMe Saints' tefore they are Baptized j and fprae that 
are Baptized, njay ccafe to be Vifible Saints \ ncy;hec arc they only 
Vifible Saints, that make a pfofeffion of the trueH^ion )ovAed 
with an Holy Converfation : Some Men may behaf c chemielves 
foas to deferve a fentenceof Excommunication, and vet be Vijible 
Saints : Vifible Saintfhtp and real Saintlhip, may confift with a great 
deal of iniquity in the ConverfatioB for a timCr 

Vifible Saints are fuch as make a ferioos profeflion of .the 
true Religion, together with thbft that do ddcendfrom them, till 
rcjedted of God. 

1 . Such as do make a ferious profefTion of the true Religion, arc 
Vifible Saints \ we find the Apoftles did really accept of fuch, not 
waiting to fee, what their Converfation would be, A£l:\6^i 4^ j 5. 
So did "john^ Luk, 7. 29, 30; ^bare to be accepted without M^. 

2. Their Infiint Seed are likewife Vifible Saints, God givesr that 
Teftimony for them, i Cor. 7. 14. 
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g. Sach alfo as . defcend from them^ from Generation to Genera- 
tion, untiil they are re/e£l;ed by God are Vifitde Saints $ for they 
that are Vifible Saints don't ceafe to be fo, till God bath calt them 
off J So^t was with the Pofterity of jAraham^ if they fliould carry it 
wickedly ,or if they fliould fall into Herefy, yet they areVifible Saints^ 
till God hath rcjcaed them j and there are two ways whereby God 
may fiiew hii rejeftion of them: One is when they do depart from the 
Churches of God to Heathen or Antichriftian Societies, the other is, 
when the People that they belong unto and they with them are un- 
churched by God, 
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CHAP. m. 

Of the Nature of a Congregational ChurcK 

AS a Civil Society doth confift of oneTown, or more Towas, 
fo an inlticuted Church is either Congregational, or that 
whicn confifts of Divers Congregations. 

A Congregational Church is a Church that is bound by the ap- 
pointment of God to affemble together in one place, in a conftant 
way for the Celebration of his PuWick Worfhip : A Congregati* 
onal Church, is a Church confiftihg of one Congregation : Such we* 
read of,. jSQ. 20, 7. i Cor^. 14- ^3- The form of a Congregational 
Church is, that.they are bound by the appointment of God to af- 
femble in one place in a confl:ant way for the Celebration of his 
Publick Wctft^ij). Some hgve thought that the form of a Congre- 
gational Church is a Church Covenant, explicite or implicite, where- 
in they bind themfelves to walk together according to the order of 
the Gofpel : It is thought that the Children of Ifruels Covenanting 
with God is a Foundation for this^ whereas that Covenant of thcii's 
is n^ other, then what all Chriftiansdo mike, when they make a 
profcffion of Faith and Obedience •, we never read of any particu- 
lar Covenant made in the Synagogues, which Anfwcr to our Con- 
gregations, whereby, the Members of one Synagogue were boup.d 
one to another : It is pleaded that nothing elfe can bind a free Too- 
pie one to another but an Ecclcfiaftical Covenant j but there is fonie*- 
what elfe that binds a free People in the fame Town to mutual fub- 
jisdioa^ to the Governm^tvt ol xJci^*^ w^^-^ ^\v^ >^v^^2f«^>f&GK^-<^^ 
a froe People, yet the^ ba^it tkDX. a \Ac^tiL<\Q^'^V^J^^^ 
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by God, tind lilrtwlfe by their own ptofcffion tctfifc fcpteiof iic 
Gofpcl : Neither istherc any nWrffity of fech abond^t(> dift'ial' 
guiih oneChorch from another, and to avoid confufion of Cborcbes, 
we read of noTuch particalar Covenant in the New Temnwnt, we 
have no precept for it, we have no prefident for it ; we read of ma- 
ny Congregational Churches, but there is no Syllable in the Word 
of God, intimating any fuch thing, neither h ther* any need 
of it. 

The Members of a Congregation are bodnd to carry on the 
Worlhip together, this is Gods appointment, that his People that 
live together (hould carry on his Worlhip together, the Chriftians 
at Coriiitb are the Church of Cdrlmb^ \ Cor. \. 2. And theChrifti- 
ans at Ephefus are the Church of Ephefus •, Order calls for it, that . 
where Men live, there they jpyn together to carry on the Work of 
Chrift.- If a Chriftian live in a Town, where there is a Church, he 
is immediately bound to joyn with that Church ; and that Church is 
bound to him to govern him, and give him Chriftian Priviledges; 
there be fome cafes wherein there is need of humane prudence in 
dt?Cermining how many Churches fhall be in fome Towns : Some 
Towns arife to be numerous, fothat it is fit they fliould be joyncd hi 
feveral Societies : And fome are fo fmall and lye fo near together^ 
that it is fit that two or more (hould make one Churdh, in fndi c^es 
God has appointed that the bounds of Churches be fet either by 
General agr;^meat, or by order from Authority, but there is no 
occafion that every Member fhonld Covenant particularly with the 
Church : Grant this particular Covenant to be the form of a Church, 
and thei[i a Chriftian may continue a confiderable time, without any 
relation to a partichlar Church, tho he livej where there is a Church : 
And then a Man may be a Member of tho Church of Corinth for fe- 
ven* years together, and live all that while in Communion with the 
Church at Jerufalem •, a Covenant which he lives in the continual, 
breach of, makes a Member at Corintby and according to fome,, 
gives him a right taall Ordinances .• Grant this particular Cove- 
nant and we (hall be to feek, what Church many Children do belong 
to, the father is in Covenant with one Churchy the Mother with ano- 
ther^ the Child was Baptised in a third and lives in a fourth .- This 
Doftrine of the particular Covenant which is wholly unfcriptural, 
is the reafon that many among us are Ihut out of the Church, to 
whom Church Priviledges do betoog. . 
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TH & grett Riviledge of C6Dgregatioilal Cliu^^^^ to cfaoofe 
thieir own Officers^ th^y have a lifaerty given to them by 
God to cboofe futeable Perfons to Office, they are limited to JPerfons 
fiUy jQttiitiGedi^^ but the Ffiviled ge of choofin^ thetat doth belong tan- 
tbHbe chtti^, it k very prob^le, thattfre Synagogues of the Imt 
imd'Ubc^ty to cbov^e their own Mioifters s if they were confined to 
the Trite of Levi ^ yet ont of thg Levites they choofe for them- 
feltr^s; How^ever, thns it ought to be in Ghriftian Chnrdies, theA* 
poftles ordered the church of 7^i(/2rfem to choofe their own Dea- 
cobs^ ^. 6. 3 J 4. They did not take npoailieffi to prefcnbe, who 
the Perfons ihotdd be^^iafld impofe D^ them, but referred 

the ndatter to th^^dWn ^bice ; and the People nominated twa, out 
erf which G6d chcrfc ottftfl. beattApoftle, Aff: t . 23. 

Befides^ it is the Priviledg^ of all free Societies to choofe their 
own Officers ^ ftaeh Couh*iYs as ari^ conquered didn't chnfe their own 
Rulers, nor fuch Countrys wheife the Gorerhnjent is Hereditary, but 
Ihithas are free, Neither under the I*dWef of Conquerors, nor the 
Bond of a Cdveoaat de cliooft; tbtir own Officers either mediately 
or immediately ; All the Power that Men have over a free People is 
liy their own confent, direftly or indireftly, excepting fuch cafes 
wfaerein^God is pleafed to appoint Rulers, or fome who (hall apf 
point Rulers over them-, God appointed l^aron and his Pofcerity 
to the Office of the Prieftnbod in IJrad^ but God hath not ap- 
pointed any Officers in Churches now, neither hath lie appointed 
any that fliall'impofe Officers over them, but hath left them to their 
free choice. -'■ ■ . 

Yea, where a Church hath teaching, or Ruling Elders, or both, 
there is no neoeffity that they fiioiild confent to the choice, if they 
do notconCeat, yet if there be the confent of the Major part^ tJa^L 
choice is raHid I * '"""* " "' " ^ -c ^w 

have fome wdgt 
cftboCoi 
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mull not be verefted out of their hands -, It is beyond the Power of 
the Officers to difanul their Ad. 

And as the Church iBth Power |p cboofe their own Officers^ fa 
in cafe of need they have Power to rhoofc thdfe that Ihall fupply 
the want of Officers for a time, the Church is entrulled with fu^i- 
cat Powe^ ia order to the carrying onof Gods';work: Therefore in 
cafe of t'fieVacatKyora Paftor^ tfifeymay'chobfe One to Pf each to. 
them for a time, in cq^'' ; thej h^t^nqp^^U^s, tbey may choofe a Mo- 
derator -, In cafe theyiiave no beacons they may choofe one to do 
the Deacons work, yea in cafe there be n^ed, they may choofe fome 
other Minilter of the Gofpel, to Adininifter the -Seals ot the 0>- 
venant, or perform fome Aft of Qovernment upon a particular 
occaiion. . • / 

By the fameieafon that a. Church indy choofe its own OjBkerSy it 
may al£brboofe its own ^rvabts; Pikbc is called a ^S^rvant of the 
Church, Rom. 6. 2. So. were Widdows^ far they we're aot oitlaiflr 
ed; So their Sexton and fuch as fliall over-fee the Build ings> or 
any other Servants that may befor the coaveniency of tJ&e Qurch. 
This Church. Priviledge of choofing Officers, doth only belong to 
the Brethren of the .Churchy : the .Brethren are fald tochopl^ the 
E}oacons, jiQ.6. j. AndWomen bm^-mtJ^ thhmajiter^ i Cor. 
1 4* 33. ■ Let ytm Women keep: fihnce i^ftjte Cburebes^ i Tim. 2. :i 2. 
Suffer not a Wonaan -JB) teacbj nor to ufiirp Authority over the 
Man, it h inconfiftent with that State of fubjeftion which God hath 
put them into, if they might vote, they xnight over-rule the Men^ 
and by the fame. Rule, thofe Males that are not their ovi,n Mafters, 
(as Children that are not at their own difp^/e^rapd Servants) Imye 
nothing to<lo to vote in the Church* they that are ^ot free^ are not 
to partake of this Liberty. 



■ / 



I " ■ ' ■ <■ . ■' ■ I ' . " ' 'I y j fy i Q "fn , 



C H A p! y. 



.-r 



I I I . J 



Of the Officers of Congregational Churches 

and their Power, 




( ti ) 

five things I they arelto.betbe moutUof the People to God, both 
in thc.publidc Aifembiy';,iand privafiely .in qafe of fiGfenefs, they are 
to Preach the Word of God, they ■ are to Adminifter the 'Seals of 
the Covenant, they together with the Ruling Elders, are to Govern 
the Chorch, and they arc to blefe Uie People, ,^,,. 

Snch Learned Men as are futeably qualified, but not in Office niay 
upon occalion difcharge forae part of this work i but there are fdjipQ. 
other parts of it, that they may not meddle with, thofe Ads which 
are Ads of Natural Worflup may be performed by them, ^s pray- 
ing and Preaching-, but fuch Minifterial Ach as do depqad wholly 
upon inftitution, they may not perform, as the Adminiftration of 
Sacraments, the difpencing of Cenfurcs arid an Authoritative blef- 
fing i theTe are performed only by Virtue of an Inftitution, there- 
fore are to be done only according to an Inftitution. 

A teaching Elder by Virfu? of bis relation to a particular Church, 
is bound to attedd his.^^brKinthat .Church: And by Virtue of that 
relation, he has no Authority to perform Afts of Office to any other 
Church, or to the Members of any other Church Aflembling with 
hi^ own Chutch : Paftoral Power over a particular Church gives him 
no Power over. any that are ot that Church, his relation to them 
gives him no Power over any other. 

But every Man that is a Paftor of a particular Church ftands in a 
more General relation, as a Minifter of Chrift ^ fome that are not 
Paftors to particular Congregations are yet Miniftcrs of Chrift i and 
every Man that is a Paftor to a particular Church is a Minifter of 
Chrift, .and by Virtue of that Relation he may do Ads of Office to 
the Members of 9ther Churches occafionally aflembling with h^s 
owa, and towards other Churches being defired, when he can con- 
veniently be fpated from his own, and towards particular Perfons 
that arc Members of no Church. 

The Levites were the Miiiift^'s of God before they had Relation 
to any particular Synagogue ^ Paul hath Office Power over the Bre- 
r.iven as well as the Church of God, ^ii. 16. 17, 18. The Church 
• at Jemfaknr- feAt Barn4>as to Jntiock^ p officiate as a Minifter, yk7. 
1 1 . And they that have Authority to Preach have alfo to Baptize, 
Mat.22'. 19, 2.0. We find that Paul did not Baptize fuch as he 
brought over to the Chriftian faith, but committed that work co 
fome other inferiour Minifters that were in Company with him, 
1 Cor. I. 14.. And this he did after the Example of Chrift, Joh:t^. 
2. Thisre is need that fome have Office-Power now to Preach to the 
Heathens, as well as there was in the Days of the Apoftlcs, and 



(12) 

there may be feveral npvr tbac Ba|%jfiii dbtbbdoflg to ; ps well k 
CdmeliHs^ theEamch and Che j[ail6r andochers, thertCbre tiicrc 
are fome appointed by God for^that Servide. 

The Teaching Officer is appointed by Chrift to Baptize and Adf 
minifter the Lords Supjper, and therefore he is made the Judge by 
(36S^ what Perfons thofe ordinances are to be Adminiftred to, ^and 
if'f^^Bot the work either of the brethren or Ruling £lders^ any; 
ways to intermeddle in that Affair or Limit him; we never read 
that the Apoftles did advife with the Chm-ch, whether they (honid 
Baptize fi\ch as offered themfelves. As the Adminiftration of thefe 
ordinances is committed to them, fo the Jadging concerning thofe 
who they are to be Adminiftred tinto, as they are to Judge what 
fub^'eft to teach upon, and as the Deaocm is to Judge who is to be: 
relieved : So the Minifter is to Judge who is to be Baptized and 
Admitted to the Lords Sapper. TheKuUng Elders are to )oyn with 
the Teaching Elders in Rule and Government ; thefe Officers are 
caUed Governments - 1 Ct^r. i %. Such 9s Rule, Rom. 1 2. Diftinguilh-i 
«d from fuch as Labour in the Word and Dofkine, i Tim. 5. The 
Teaching Elders with the Ruling Elders, make the Presbytery of Che 
Church 'j with ^hom the Government of the Church is entrufted 7 
The Power of Cenfuring offenders m the Church, end abiblving of 
Penitents, doth belong alone to thefe, the Brethren of the Chutrh 
are ndi^ to intermeddle with it. The Elders are to Rule over the 
Church, and therefore not to be over^^rided by the Brethren, it is 
the work of the Elders to rule.welT, i Tim. 5. 17. The Members of 
tbe Church are to be obedient to the Elders, therefbi e not to con*- 
troul them in their Government, Heb. 12. 17* The Elders of the 
^erri/h Church, bad the Power of Government of the Church in 
their hands; hence we read of the Rulers and Chief Rulers of the 
Synagogues, j^ff, i«. Deut. 21. 5. The Elders have the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven committed to theiii, Mattb. 16. 18. The 
meaning is, that he fiiould be an Elder and Ruler of the Church, it 
is ipoken of as a Perfonal reward of his profeffion. 

Obj. Afattb. 18. 17. TeU it toibe Cburcb^ this implies the Power of^ 

the Brethren. 

Mfw. I . By the Church is meant the Ecclefiaftical Authority in 
diftinftion from the Civil. 

2. It is not harfh by the Church to intend the Elders of the 
Church. Sec, Numh. 24. i%. 

3. By the Church muft be meant the Elders of the Church 5 for 
rhjs was a Rule in the Day when it was fpokeir, and there was 

now 



now no. Church, in Being, but the Jewijh Chttrch ; in wliich 
a^'£fifePbwerof<^vefnment was with the £lders. . 

Ob). 1 Cfur. S* ^ 1 4« ''^ Church was ordered to cafi out the Incefli^^ 
cm P^fen^. and i Cor. 1 1. His Pmijhmast is [aid tobs infUSed by 
mmy.' "'• 

^ Atffp. I. They may be only required to publiQi a fatenee of Ex>* 
cbolmunication from Paul. 

^i It is cpmnpton in Scripture, to attribQtethat whidi is done by 
tfhe'Ruler tothe Pubrick Society; as wheft God requires Chat the 
P^o'j^eof Judah do Ads of Fublick Juiticey he dofii notlntend that: 
the People (hould intrude into that work) but that the Ruler 
do it. 

3. Whereas it is faid that the Punilhment was inflifted by many, 
it may be read before many v Deacons were chofen at firfl: to have an 
orer-fighjt of the Poor, AB. 6. And there is nothing plainly de- 
dared to be their work bcfides that. It is intimated, Rom. 12. 8. 
That it is theiri?vork to fliew mercy and to give j It is Generally 
put upon them to take care about the Minifters dues, and about the 
Provifion for the Lords Table, which is gathered from that phrafc, 
J&. 6. i. It is not meet that we (hould leave the Word of God and 
ferve Tables, but there feems to be no necelQty, that there mult be 
a Church Officer to do v all that work which the Church is to 
fee done ^ fome things may be done by Servants, 
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of the Ordination of Church Officers. 

THerc are none to be ordained Officers in 'the Church of God, 
but thofe that have a regular call to thofe Offices -, Ordinati- 
^on is the Admiffionof Perfonsinto their Office, or the confuniraa- 
Ition of their call, needful to the regular Execution of their Office ; 
it includes in it firft, a folemn imploring of the prefence of God 
with them in their Office. 

Two things ar^tequifite unto a call } One is, the approbation or 
invitation ofthofe whom God hathentrufted with that car«j the 
ptheris, theconfent of the Perfon mvited ; theforni<sr may be a 
call to the latter, and bind the Perfon to accept, but there mult b 



both^ 
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iotb, before he is called of God to enter immediately upon t&Q work 
of the Office ; before he be accepted of God as an Officer. . 

The work of the Deacon being confined to one Congregation 
the invitation of that Church, isTufficient without any rorther ap! 
probation, jiffi 6.j.. 

God having appointed all his Holy Ordinances to be Adminiflred. 
in a particular Church ; in cafe of neceffity, the choice of a 
Cfaurcn k fuffident ( without any further approbation ) unto the 
calling of Elders^ as when iMbcr and others broke off from 
Popery, 

Yet Elders having not only Power over their particular Churches, 
bat alfo over others, and God having committed to National ami 
Provincial Churches, the care of particular Congregations, it Is 
rcquilite, when it may be obtained, that there be an approbation of 
Men chofen to be Elders, by fome deputed by the National or Pro- 
vincial Church. » 

Furthermore^ fome Perfons being to be entrutlcd with the Office 
of being Minifters of Chrift, who have no call to any particular 
Congregation, there is need that they have the approbation of fome 
deputed by the Church in that Country, or at leaft by a particular 
Congregation : The Perfons that 'are to perform this Aft of Ordi- 
nation, ou^ht to be fuch as are molt fuitable to the Ends of Ordi- 
nation, vtT^. The fignifying approbation and the obtaining the prc- 
fcnce of God with him •, fomctimes we find that extraordinary Eer-. 
fonshave ordained a Perfon to extraordinary Office, 2 Tim. i.tf. 
"Sometimes we find that. extraordinary Perfons have ordained ordi- 
nary Officers, J&. 14/23. And there is comtaand given to extras 
ordinary Officers to ordain' ordinary^ i Tim. 5. 22. i Tit. 5, Some- 
times we find that extraordinary Oflicers, and ordinary have joyncd 
. in the ordaining of extraordinary^ Jit. 1 3. 1 , 5. Sometimes we find 
that ordinary Officers, have ordained an extraordinary Officii •. 
r Tim. 4. 14. In a Provincial Church that is in order, Mtniftitrs 
ought to be ordained by fuch Elders, as are appointed by the PtJfb*, 
lick EcclefiaRical Authority of the Land, 

In fuch Countrys where the Church is not In order, it is nieet. 
that the Minifters be ordained by fome fuiteable Perfons deputed by 
the Neighbouring Elders, but iii cafe of hcceffity. Minifters may be 
ardaincd by fome of the Brethren appointed by trie Church to that 
fcrvice. . , 

The Ordination of Deacons ought to be performed by Elders of 

^h'c fame Chmc]\ in cafe there be any, or by the Brethren in calc' 

f^^!crc be none. A 
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A Miaifter removiag from one Church to anpther. may be or-- 
daia^d a fecond tiine, as Paul WaS| and probably fimthy. 

It is the manner in fome places to give to Churchies at their Con^ 
ftitntion, and to Minifters at their Ordination, the right hand of 
fellowfiiip, from the Example of the Apoltles; but it may be 
doubted whether that was any m^re then a civil Ad, if it be an In- 
ftitntion, we are to feek whether it be to be done to all tbofe Per- 
Tons, that we have feUowlJbip with, and Afvhen it ought to be per* 
formed. 



CHAP. VIL 

(ff the jVorJhip that is to be attended in 

Congregational Churches. 

TH E ^nd of tlua Conftitntion of Congregational Churches 
is the pjnt Celel>ratu)ii of the Worlhip of God, hereitt 
tkey differ from dvil Societies,, that meet together for the ma- 
' Dagement of civil affairs. 

The firft part of Worfliip that is to be attended in the Church 
of God is Prayer^ Prayer which includes in it, befides Petitions^ 
coirfeffions and tbankfgivings, is a principal part of Gods Worfhip^ 
Prayw is a part of Gods Wormip, Pfal. 107. ^2. Pftl, 149. u 
Tjjis is to be attended in the Church, JS. 1. 14. ACt. 4. 24. JQ. 5. 
4. Tbefe publick Prayers are to be ordinarily performed by the 
Teaching Elders \ in cafe there be a Vacancy it may be performed 
by the Ruling Elders, or fome of the Brethren, but ordinarily the 
Minifter is to be the mouth of the People to God. Jil. 6/4. 

Thefe publick Prayers ought not to be made by the reading of 
prefcrlbed forms of Prayer, out of a Book, he that hath not the 
gift of Prayer, is not fit to be a Minifter 4 there may be fome ex- 
empt Cafes wherein it is Lawful for a Man to Pray in a form whicU 
they have Learned out of a Book, but the impofmg of fuch a thing 
on Men is an.addition txy Divine InAitutionSv and the ordinary 
pradiftng of it isofv^rV bad Ck^oT^oei^^i.i^ quc/i<^ Aides the 

SplriO'ofiPxAjfer,' induces. MeaJia']!idteoe& a^djf ^icry u);/pi^d&Hb!c 
loothers. ' " . - •. 1 '.;,.. 



dtifeit; So afterwards ^2i«/ afld 5/7^*, y^ff. fiff. And we have pofi- 
tive. commands for it, Eph:^. id.^Col 3. 16. Jam. 5. 13. In the 
primitive times when Qod 'cavetC>^^U extraordinary Gifts of his 

Spirit. ■., 7: ■•.-:"'■. :;■'■' ; ^ '; " ';■"■•■' 

it was the manfl^f fottidtiifles^ fbf on'i" liianto firtgr'a >/if^,;ktid: 
the Congregation to fay i4we», i Cor, 14. 15, i5. -But now ft i^ 
moft proper for us to joyn together in Singing of Pfalms^ as Chrifl 
and his DiFciples did, and as Mojis atii the Children of Jfrael did, 
Exod. 1 5. I . , 

As the Church oi\IJrael wereivonfcjo Siag tbi Pfalms of Davld^ 
. fo ( tho we are not forbidden to Sing Pfalms of a private compo- 
fure ) it is?Lawfi)l fo,if us to Sing' the ^Pjalms^"^ David z^ olto; 
Scripture Pfalms^ the Apdftlc when hfe direO:^' ns to Sing'T/i/mx, 
Hymns and Spiritual Songs, "Eph. Coi. 3. >Hath a njarii^eft refpeft to 
the divifion or Davids Pfalms^ fome things in thofe Pfalms are not 
fpfutcableto our prefent, Cafe, foitis in what we i:e4d,.yct thqfc 
Ipfabns are very futcablc^for us to meditate" upon; and cpntair^iii 
them, much- inftructiori and Indoiirtfgehient^ ^nd bcicaufe they wtre 
indiflted by the Spirit of God,^are moffe/proper to afFeft our hearts 
and excite the workings, of Grace, then fuch as arc of a private 
Compofurc. 

A third part of Worfliip is the Preaching and Teaching of the 
Wor(i^ the Preaching of the Word is to .t)e attended to the End 
of the World, Matth. 28. 19. 20. It i^ .the Duty of Minifters to 
Preach the Word, 2 'fim. 4. 2. A Miniftet is called a Preacher, 
Rom. 1 2. 1 4. This is a fpecial means to advance the ConverCon of 
Sinners and Edification of Saint?. 

Altho it be the fpecial Office and Duty of Teaching Elders, and 
ordained Minifters of the Gpfpel, yet Preaching being a Moral Du- 
ty, it is lawful for thof^, who are not ordained Minifters, to Preach 
the Gofpel •, Yea, in fome cafes, it is Lawful for fuch Men who arc 
pot devoted. to the Miniftry, provided they have futeablc abilities. 

The reading of large Portions of Scripture upon the Sabbath 

Day, which was conftantly Praftifed by the Jewifh Church, is 

not fo particularly now required by God, there was great need 

of it in/thpfoi Ages, when the World had not the benefit of 

Preaching ;' but tnerc i* ho infthution requiring any ftch fer- 

vioe 



Tice of db^' any farther then the Rule' of £dification calls for 

' Minifters are n6t bound to obfervc any particular method in 
their Preaching, they may Preach either by expounding fome Porti- 
pn of Scripture, or by railing a Doftrinefrom a particular Text, 
and applying of it, or by explaining of a Catechifm, or in any o- 
ther profitable way. Minifters have Power to Catechife their hear- 
crsv hot only that they may know their- fitnefs to participate at 
the Lords Table, but alfo in order to dieir growth in knowledge^ 
tho it may be prefumcd that many Perfoni are inquifitive and ftu'di- 
ons^ yet there are many- others who are not to be confided in, and 
the Minifter hath Power by Virtue of his Paftoral charge, to fee 
that they Learn v reafon didates this to bea moft futeable method, 
as in the Learning of Arts and Languages, fo in- the Learning M* 
the way of Valfation, the mofb proper and profitable ways of teach- 
ing, are to be ufed by Minifters. 

A' fourth part of Worfhip is Baptifm; this is an ordinance ap-. 
pointed by Chrift hiinfelf .to be a perpetual Ordinance in the Chri- 
ftian Church, It was publifhed by John before, by Virtue of an In- 
ftitntion, but afterwards declared by Chrift,^ to be a ftanding ordi- 
nance ia the Church. ' ' 

Itis very likely that the form, afterwards ufed by' 7olb». and his 
Difciples was, that they did Baptize in the Name of the Lord Jc-* 
fiis, j4&. 19. 5. But feeing Chrift did exprefly command his Apo- 
ftlcs before his aflfentipn, to J?^^rt2:^ in theNameof tyFatlyer^ Son^ 
and Holy Gbofi^ we have no reafon to think that the firft' Teach- 
ers of the Gofpeldid ufe any other fornii and- when we read that 
•the Samaritans^ were Baptized in the Name of the Lard Jefus^ jilt. 8. ; 
18. And that P^f^ ordered that Corn^K^x and his Company ftoald ' 
be Baptized in the Name of the Lord, >^flf. 10.48. Nombrefeems 
to be intended by it, then their being Baptized according to the in* 
ffitntion of the Lord Jefus. 

The Perfons that arcfent to Adminifter Baptifm, are the fame 
that are:fent to Preach the Word,*" iMiittfe. 28. 19, 20. Tho the A- 
poftles did fometimes decline it, yet we have reafon to conclude 
tfaatthey conunitteditto Inferiour Minifters; After theE5cample 
of Chrift, who did not commit it to the People, but to his Difci- • 
pleSy John 4. 2« Itherefore fuch Preachers as are not ordained Minir 
fters, are not to Baptize. 
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Baptifnf may be Adfluniftred ekjier in tbo Publick Aflcfflblf or 
in private, there is no appointment that neceflitates the publick 
performance of it^ there Is nothing in the Nature of the ordinance 
that doth ncceflitate it s and we find that die Apoftles and Apofto« 
lical Men) did it as there was occafion^both pobuckly and priyateljr, 
jIS. 8. 38. and 9. 1 8. and 16. 33. 

Tbei^ is po aec^ty that Perfons be Members of any pard« 
cular Congregation before ^y be Baptized s Perfons before they be 
Members of any particular Congregation, may have that qualificad« 
on that gives them a right to Baptifm, vIk. Vifible Saintfliip ; many 
that were Baptized in the firft times did not belong to any partica« 
lar Congregation of Chriftians, and tho many of them did belong 
to particular 7<b^ Coiigregptions or Synagogues, yet fome did 
not, Aa. \6. 3S* 

Soch aduk PerfoQf «s: m\9 ivch a profelQon of the Chriftiaa 
Faith, as as Morally fincere, are to be Baptized s as doth appear by 
the Example of Jobi, Chrift hupafellE^ FUUif and others, who were 
dircAcd by the Spirit of God •, f pd none were refofed that did fe« 
rioufly tender (h^felves to be Baptized^ 

Such Infants as are deifcfndcd from the Covenant People of God hf 
either Parent, are to be Baptized^ 1 Cor. 7. 14, $uch Infants asdo 
defcepd fjrom Parents that are under Ghttrch cenferes, for immorali- 
ties, are not to be denied BaptiffH, becaofe ExcommunicatioA doth 
not cut ii/en oflT from the Covenant of God ; fuch Infants as are the 
Children of Heathens, belonging to, the Families of the People of 
God, are Incorporated into the Covenant and are to be Baptized ; 
whentheApoftleiaith, i Cor. 7. 14. El^ were your Children nn- 
clean) hefoeaksof them as they c^me ioto the Work! -, yet it fol- 
lows not^ out wh«a tHy are taken Uk<p the FaimUes of Chriftians, 
they d(^ become Holy ; fuch w<re to be Circumcifcd under the 
Law. 

A fifth part of Worlhip is the Lords Supper ; which was infti- 
tuted.by Chriftd little be^rs bM Peath^ to bea (landing Ordinance 
in the Cbriftian Cborqli ( ^ fudi Profe0br$ of the Chrifiiaa Faidi^ 
as are c^ Uamelefs Gpw^r&uou^ and htvye knowledge to examine 
themfelves and difcern the Lotds Body, are to be admitted to the 
Lords Supper* 

Three thing* are requifite ift order to admiflton to the Lords Sup« 

per \ Firft, Vifible Saintfliip, and that is found in 'fdah Perfons > all 

profeSbrs walking blamelefly are Vifible Saints •, the iWembers of 

^^e j^i?rp^ Church are often called Saints in the Scripture^ who did 
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pit ftio fofttiet evidcfice t»f their Saihtihip^ a Profef&on of the 
wth joyned with a good Coaterfition. ' is a fnfficienc ground for 
Charity^ diefe art mariss that we are directed in the Scripture to 
iiKlgcof Aieas Saiatfliipby ; The Apoltle did accept of fnch Per- 
u>as for Vifible Saints, Men that have thefe Cbaraders, are aot vifi- 
bly wicked, therefore they are Vifible Saints ; thefe properties are 
tbc proper Fraits of Saindbip, and therefore confticute i^en Vifi-> 
ble Saints •, fuch a proftlSon as being fincere^ makes a Mm a real 
Saint, bemg i^orally fincere, makes a A^n a ViPible Saint. That 
whereby G^ly ^en do make their Saintlhip Vifible, does make 
^en Vifible Saints, ^. A profeflion of the truth and a good Con« 



A fkond requifite is^ that they be not fcandalous ; a Man that is 
veally and vifibly Godly may fall into a icandal. and upon that ac- 
eoimt be forbidden to participate at the Lords Table^ but when 
fbeirConvtrfation is gpQd,they cannot be hindred upon that Account; 
• A third reqmfkc tS^ that they hare knowledge to examine them- 
filves and difeem the Lords Body } for the want of this InEmts are 
denied the Littds Supper. 

Tl»ft Adult Ferims tbft tfe fit to be admitted into the Churchy 
art to bt adimtted to the Lbrd^. Supper. 

All Adolt Vtt&m that ire fit to be admiioed bto the Church, 
ordinarily have all thofe qoalifications requifite to the participation 
of the Lords Sopper* 

They make profeflion of the trut Psdth and are of good Conver* 
fation, they hart knowledge of the. principles of Religion, and fo 
ate able to examine themfeWes; and if iny of. them (hould not un-- 
derftand the Nature of that ordinance, they, may foon be fafficiently 
informed. 

Two things arc evident in the pracHfe oTr the Apoftles, one is, 
that they readily admitted fudi into the Church, as. made a profeffi^ 
(m of the Chriftian Faith, JSf. i^ jiff» 6. Wenerer read that ever 
they denied Admiflion to any M«l or Woman that made that pro- 
feflion V the other is, that all that were thus recdved by them, were 
adniitted to the Lords Suppbr^ i Ccr. lo. 17. yft?. 1. 24. They 
made no diftindion of the Adult Members of the Church, into 
Corhmtmidrnts aud Non-Gonlnmnkahts. 

: Thofe that: are ooomiandied by God to pascidpatc of the Lords 
Snpper, art to be admitted to thcLord^ Supper, but aQ profeflbrs 
that hare a ^obd Goaver(atkin and Knowledge are cotamaxsL<^ h?\ 
Goi to participate in the LotdsSnvmt\\%\!^.ta\^8£^^^^sjv»^^^ 
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lifications they arc not obliged immediately to particSpate in the 
Lords Supper, for it would be a fin if they (hould : Bnt having thefc? 
. Qualifications they arc bound, provided they have opportunity. 
Chrifl: has laid this Law upon ProfcflTors, i Car. 1 1 . 24, 25. The pep-*, 
fons here commanded are not only true Believers^ then^none can do< 
it with a good Cbnfcience but thofe that know themfelves to be 
true Believers •, then the Church Authority can require none but true 
Believers to come, th^Perfons therefore required to partake are foch 
profeirors as carry it inofFenfively, and if fuch are bound to come 
the Church is bound to receive them, they may not hinder any Man 
from doing his Duty. 

There can be nojuftcaufe afligned, why fuch Men (hould be dev 
barred from coming to the Lords Supper, they are not to be debar- 
red for not giving the higheft evidence of fincerity •, There never 
was any fuch law in the Church of God, that any fbould be debar- 
red Church Priviledgcs becaufe they did not give the higheft evw 
dence of fincerity, nor for want of the Eicerci^ of Faith 5 it is un-. 
reafonable to believe Men to be vifvMi Saints from thcic Infancy till 
they be forty or fifty years of Age, and yet not capable of coming 
to the Lords Supper, for want of the £xercife .of. Faith j they lare 
not to be denied becaufe of the weaknefs of Grace, thef that have 
the leaft Grace need to have it Nourilhed and Cherifh^. 

Such Adult Perfons as are worthy to be admitted into the Church, 
or being in the Church are worthy to be continued without cenfure, 
are to be admitted to the Loirds Supper^ it is utterly unr^onable 
to deny the Adult Members of the Church, the Lords Supper^ - and 
yet not lay them undetxenfure •, If they are guilty of any fuch of- 
fence as to be denyed the Lords Supper, why are they not cenfured ? 
If they are not worthy^ to be cenfured, why are they kept from the •- 
Lords Supper ? . : : ■ 

There are fome Scriptures that have been thought to hold forth a 
need of fomewhat further, in' order to participation in the Lords 
Supper, which if they be examined will be found to be {trained be- 
yond the Import of them. Pfal. 6. \6. David faith, I will tell yon 
what the Lord hath done tor my Soul, hence it is argued, that Men 
fliould give an Account of the manner of their Converfion, in or- 
der to their Admiifion ^ but if it fhould be granted that David doth 
refped: the work of Regeneration, doth it follow bocaufe he was 
PFjDing to Ulk of it, that they might make a Law to bind him to 
doitia the Synagogue^ or doth it follow tbat D^d offered to do 
Mtia order tohisjoyniag with the ?c»iih Oaxxtc^ Alk. x. vi^ 'Wss^ 
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weire gj^c^d ^t^ tj^e^^^art, . before they were admitted into the 
dfuiixt), btit let itTjc cbnlidered that many others were joyned to 
tfieChriftianChurclj^ of whom we read no fuch. thing, and here is 
po living Rule tKat others raufl: declare that they arc pricked ac th« 
heart bMore their Admilfion ^ yea it is certain^ that thefe did not 
df^clap^^eijfareuble, in order to their AdmifTion into the Church, 
6i:it.i'o"9f4ei^rp.th^ yea, it doth not appear that thef^ 

MdaVereuji'^fcr. a^work of Coriverfiori at this time, they might be 
Godly Men- before, the thing that flung them was a ^^ational fin, 
which in probability, they had no hand in ^ For the greater'part ot 
them, W€re^,fl:rangers, come uptokcei)the iFeattof Penteco^^ aad^ 
Were -greatly 'afrefted with the fin which the Nation of the Jif^s 
Vfe.re;3PiJify.,of ia Crucifying of Ghrift, i^; 9; 25f 27.^ The Church 
^ii^K^lm^^^^^ Paul to-thdf'Cdmmunion, till they 

werp iiif brined by -S^wa^Af, of his Canverfion, bucit doth not ap- 
pear. tJijitP^/ did then defire to participate with them in the Lords 
§upp.er^^ poffibly it might be only in hearing of the Word and Pray- 
er, ana the reafoh why thcy^were unwilling to receive him, was not 
any !dQubt,vyh?thec his Gpnyerfion was fincere, but. whether he was a 
dhnifiaci'i As if in a jPdpiOi Gountfy^ one who had been a violent 
Perfeciitor Ihould^^y to joyn hinillelf to a Pfoteftant Congregati- 
on, it would be no wonder if they Ihould be affraid of him, until 
they were informed that he, was . become a Proteltant ; this is no 
foundation to require of all t;hat joyn to the Church, an Account a* 
bout the manner of their pifiverficfn. i Pet. 3. 15. Men are requir- 
ed to be rtady to glveah Apfwer ^fo'every. one that^asketh them a 
reafon of the hope.thiil\isii^tHeiEi[i j .W here by the rcafon of the 
hope that is in theni, we arc n6t"&> iihderftind their experiences of 
the Grace of God, but the grounds of their Faith,, the reafon why 
they did believe the ChriftiaiiDoftrine? This is evident, becaufe he 
'^ is fpeaking of Perfecution, v.i/^^ and becaufe he direfts them to 
give their Anfwcr with taeiekn^fs and fear. " 

Queft. here it may ' be' 'enq^ired^ wbetbir fucb Perfiiis as have a 
good Converfation and a Competent knbrvledge^ may eotne to the Lords 
Supper^ with a good Confcienee^ in cafe they know themfelves to he in a Na^ 
tural Condition ? • 

u4njw. They may and ought to come, tho they know themfelves • 
to be in a Natural Condition; this Ordinance is inftituted forall thr 
Adult Mertiwrs of the Church who arc hot fcandaloiR. and there- 
fore mtkfl: be attended by them: •, as no Nfaa may neglea Prayer, or 
hearing the Word, becaufe he cannot do it in Faiths €i ba ^saj^-^isi^ 
ncgleft the Lords Supper^ . - -^c^ 
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The Lords Supper is Inftituted to be d .mesas of Rc^gmentloii ' 
- it is not appointed for the Converting of Men to the Chtiftian Rc^ 
ligioD, for only fach as are Converted may partake of it $ bat it is 
not only for the ftrengchening of Saints, bat a means ^o to work 
faving Regeneration. 

There be many, according to the Ordinance of Chrilt, to be ad- 
mitted to the Lords Sapper, who are not Regenerate, Manb. 25. i^ 
1. The Kingdom of Heaven is like ten Virgins, five of them were 
Wife, and five Foolifh, and it can have no other imodediate end rc^ 
fpeding thefe, but their Converfion *, the end of aU Ordinances is 
lal vation, and therefore to thefe Men it muft be Regeneration, for 
without it, they cannot beiaved« 

This Ordinance bath a proper tendency to draw finners to Ghrift; 
'■ in this Ordinance there is a rarticnlar Invitation to finners. to come 
to Chrift for Pardon^ here is an afFefting Reprcfentatlon or the Vir* 
tue of Chrifts fuffenngs, here is a Seal whereby the Tmth rf the 
Gofpei is confirmed, aU which are very proper to draw finners to 
Chrift. 

If the Lords Supper be only for the ftrengthening of Saints, 
then they who are not Saints do profane the Ordinance, when they 
do partake, and it is not Lawful for them to partake, and then they 
that do not know themfelves to be Saints, don*t know that it is 
Lawful for them to partake, and fo far as any Man hath fcruples 
about his Saintfhip, he muft proportionably have fcruples about the 
Lawfiilnels of his Participation, and fo Safrdment Days which Ihould 
be Days of Comfort, will become Days of Torment. 

An other Ordinances are appointedf for Regeneration, Prayer^ 
hearing the Word^ Baptifm ^ 10 Ukewife the cenfures are, that the 
Soul may befav^in the Day of the Lord jefus ^ they are to fur« 
ther Mens Regeneration^ in cafe they be not Converted already, and 
it would be ftrange if the Lords Supper alone Ihould not be appoin- 
ted for that end, whereas it hatha, proper tendency thereunto, and 
many that come to that Ordinance 1*y the appointment of Chrift, 
fiand in as mud> need of it, as thofe that partake of other Ordi« 
nances. 

A fixth part of the Worlhip is Ecclefiaftical cenfures, thefe were 
appointed in the time of the Old Teftament^ and are to continue in 
nfe unto the end of the WorkL it doth evidently appe4|^ both from 
is&^ Wrjtins$ of the Jews andlikewife from ihe Scripttit^^ that thb 

^^^-^ <^ nmAe a(s of EcxlcGaiksX cenfures^ !jfo6ii a. ^4,1 35. J(Am 3; 

^'<BJ2di2.4.2. Aod it is evident^ that thcf^coftum^tttWKK^- 
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ingt;otHvine*tfllHt«tioa, irom Mmb. it^ fj.ti. QniSJjoiA not- 
berelb^'a nfc^IKIHtation ft>r the Go^l CMfch, fotrftec C3nirdii: 
wt«not'y«-^ Btiiig, bat he urges tht|■^rf.'th4."I^Iaifc■a^dIrOkK 
InftftiltiQii -, ifitbe eoqiJired where fto-finS'iByftchioftiuitiBfiiiir 
the Old* TeEtament, I Anfwer, in that expteffion which nt eftea. 
findih the C^d Teftament, that they feouW be cat bff froio //Jrjrf, 
Gail ly. 14. '.Exoi. t2. 14. When one Brother is required carCf'; 
ptove ^[toi!hcf','iQd in cafii c^ lAcorrlgibleiRfs tDioonjpUiiKatfaer- 
Crniirhj^that pommanddotfi nW-^1^ bin* tfe*flm)iTcnci ifctt&mei 
Congre^tibft; ;bnt alfo the "BMIftrenrbf any other. Cob^^tigia-^ 
for there' Kes the fame Bond uponui according tooppanauiiiy, riots 
to fnlFcr fiii fa vchers, as- well as in tbe Mzd/cast o§ tb^fwa^ Cob.< 
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-;.1V1 : CI r,, ;..-.;,.) 1.,- ;;. ^,j, ; 

' There Is n6 heed of a particiili«v4ii4lltiliioiij :|vhocTAa)tiii3vc fths. 
fowerof Judgment, todet:£rnltlVW&(Rhe«;'arPq<ba^lB:{o^3id|P4; 
fared ot'ait s it ia'V patt't^Ri4^^i«lie«l Qod appdfaalbila^ 
in hisCluirch- he appoints that they (hail Judge thefe mattersit^M* 
foreWSen Cfirift appoint*^ Faftdf tfrboaaaierinthefQilirdh, fic 
exprefics it. by. RaTing PdWet'ttf iJifidiug add toofing^ Mattb^ 
iiSifp. '''■''■' ■ '■'■ •■■'. ■-'-■'';' ■■■'.-;'-■; ... ^.•.;- 

A,^etfoTi t(l» ts^ffdef '(^t>c^-ttd(iite^[hinodtfaird)f eitA£ 

i^Jini/'hTS^tafeinlrejIhip, helfei«fe'^» fertthnlf «htiowx!ti'Otller 

mSrhSWs M ^ttrtiOWi-tfli, 2 7W/p'^,-i^fiLytft'&nnd« affepceUni* 

• uiide^'ten{oreforbi*bffcnce/dbWn«-<I(^««?^ \jia.'ai:ius yiflfate 

' Sjikihiii; therefort iHsChildteftawMbeBi^ifeed;: ; .' ;:. 

Such offences as are of a more Heinous Nattin^ .'.dorft otthfilt 
Church cenfures, provided there be a futeable Spirit of Rcpeatance ; 
if the end of cenfures be obtained, there is no occafion-ftir them ; 
Fcrfons under the fentence of Excommunication, are not only to be 
debarred from the Lords Supper, but alfo to be exclued from the 
familiar Society of the People of God ^ where there is no fpecial 
Eond^ we at^ not to have that Society with them, that we may 
tflje yfth rath^, i Cor. 5. p, 1 2, 

To tliis Act ofWorfhip appertains Abfolijtion, when the Pcrlba 
that hath oft'ended dothmanifeft a Spirit of Repentance, whether 
he has been cenfurcd or not, he is to be acquited. 

The feventh Aft of Worfhip is the Bieffing of the Congregati- 
on ; there is a Blefling of Men by way of fupplication, that may 
be performed by any Perfon, andrthere is a Bieffing by way of Con- 
firmation, this is pronounred in the Name of God ; this is either 
extraordinary, by way of prediition^ fo the Patriarchs did hltG. 
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their Childm^ and others endued with a Prophetical Spirit, did 
bleft the Penple, as Afe^y^x^i or elfe ordlnaryi proQooncecf ia Gods 
Name byonuiiary MifUftort} this may either be proaouoced by way 
of aflfertloa, as wfaea (fate Miailter doth lay. Bkjpid arc they that 
bekr the IVord of God and do it i Or in way of ioppUcation,. as when. 
ht fiuth. The Grace of the Lard Jefus Chrift be with you i Yet this is 
more then a Prayer, PIsl. A Declaration in Gods Nane what (hall 
come Co pafs, and therefore ic majt be underftood in fach a way as 
is acoordmg to Gods Covenant^ Dau. 20. 34. God appohucd the 
Prkfis cf Old to Bkfs the Peo^^ Humb. 6. 23. And this work feems 
to be a common work to the reft of the Levites, who were teach- 
trs in Ifiaii^ DcMt.' 10. 8. There is no need of any new Inftltution 
in the Gofptl^ impowrlng Minifters to blefs in the Name of God^ 
it being aproper part or the work of a Minifter ^ Chrift by ap- 
p(4ntiiig Mmilleri^ hath mpointed Men to blels the People } 
yet that ftems to be lafiuttcdt Mmb. lo. 12^ 13. Dcut. 

Soch. Men as are Preacher*' of the Gofpel, yet not (eparated 
to tfattt work by Ordination, have no Power to blefs the Con- 
eregadon^ beomie this depeods meerly upon Inftitntioa, there- 
fi>re is not to be done^ Mt ecoordias to Inftitotion. 

Mbtfters being appointed to bleft Anthoritatively in the Name 
of God, it is otteny. improper for them to fpeak in the firft 
Perlbn, iacfaidiag dieiiiielves, Numb. 6. 24. It is alfo impro- 
per for them to Blels the umrch of God, that are difpferfed 
att om ihi World. 
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. C H A P. VIIL 

\ 

Of Churches cotififting of Divers Congre- 

gatms. 

A Church confiding of Divers Congregations^ b a Society of. 
Divers Congregational Churches^ joyning together accord- 
ing to Gods appointment, for the conftant carrying on of the Pub- 
lick Worihipctf God •, ttich Churches are acknowledged in the great- 
eft Part of Proteftant Churches ; but fome in latter times do make 
a Queftion whether there be any fuch Churches. 

That there are National Churches, does appear, Pir/f, from the 
fight of Nature, the lijght of Nature teaches us, that Man was 
made for the Worfhip ot God, that Man is fitted for Society, and - 
the great end why he is fo. is, that in Society he may carry on the 
Worlhip of God, and as the light of Nature teadies us, that leifef 
Societies ought to carry on the Worlhip of God in Coniundion, fo « 
that Kingdoms and Countrys fhould )oyn together in promoting 
and advancing the Worlhip of God -, it is moft agreeable to the 
Kght of Nature, that they that are one People, ftonld Unite toge- 
racr in carrying on Gods Worfliip, and (hould have Power to re- 
late and govern the fcveral parts of that Body. Nature teaches, 
that every Kingdom (hould fee that the Worlhip and Ordinances oL 
God, be attended in the feveral Congregations therein. 

^d^y^ From Gods appointing the Nation of the Jewi to be one 
Church, jiS. 7. 38. And God has not appointed any new forms of 
Churches in the times of the New Tefbsiment ; there are no other 
kinds of Qnft-ches appointed now^ Congregational Churdies are no 
new kind of Churches, but according to the Old Inftitution ; for 
every Synagogue of the Jtwi was a Congregational Church, they 
had Ecclefi^cal Rule and Government m them ^ they are called 
Churches by Chrift, MaA. 18. 17. That the Old Teftament Infti- 
tntion doth continue ilin, appears partly becaufe the Chriftian. 
Churches of the Jews were fubordinate to the National Cburcbof 
die Jnt ; they were Members of the National Church, and did at< 
tend 7nM|ft OnSanoes ; and therefore by Inftitution, Chriftian 
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Congregations are not abfolute, but Subordinate to a National 
Church •, it is further evident, becaufe the Jtwifh National Church 
did not ceafe as their Ceremonies did, becaHfe their Date wasont, 
but becaufe they rejefted Chrilt, J?om. 1 1. 20. Had they kqpt Gods 
Covenant, they would have continued a National Chordi to this 
Day, 

3/y, From the Publick Covenant that is between God and a pro- 
feffiiig People • God made a Publick Covenant between him and the 
People of Ifrael^ wherein he engages publick Profperity unto them, 
upon condition of their obedience ; and all profefling Countties.are 
under the fame Covenant for fubftance; thepromiles, and fatlie 
threatnihgs declared are of force unto the end of the World, adSt 
we have the like encouragement to obediencethat they had, apd arc 
in the like danger in cafe of difobedience. 

God deals with profefiing Countrys at this Day acoDrding to t)if 
Tenor of that Covenant, thofe promifes will never be cjit of Qate 
to the end of the World, God makes the fame to Ifrael with re^^edr 
to the time of their Reftoration, this abundantly Witnefleth iJil^ 
every Cbriftian Nation is a Church -, if God hath made a^CoveaaqK 
with them upon condition of obedience, then they:are.atSodetji0. 
Covenant with God, then they are one body in Cpvanant with G^S^ 
and the whole hath Power over the parts, and they are inveft^ 
with fufficient Authority to fee the Covenant kept : If they were io; 
Covenant, and had not Power to make the feverai parts to kpepr 
Covenant, the Covenant would be a ihare to them^ particular Sodew 
ties might bring guilt upon them, and they would haxre no Power tef 
remove.ie j if they be aH engaged in one ind^ifi^iKrl Covjenapt, tjlM 
Country hath Power to regulate all MaleadpyinW^rationfir that anj of 
the parts are guilty of, if they are in one individual Goy^offpt,,. they 
are as one body Expoufed by God, the People qf God, tjhe flock of 
Chrifl:, and therefore one Church •, here is all that made ffrael to be 
a Church, therefore fuch a People area Church. - • : • 

4/y, From the promifes that Godfhalh made of {nakfOgGepiilf Na^ 
tions to be his People-, God did not onlyproTnifetofe^.c^ fam^ 
Churches among the Gentiles, but to take whole ]!j[atiQnB,in$o Gpve^; 
naat with himfclf, I fa. 24, 22. And it is exprefly foretold Jay Chriit^, 
that whole Nations (hould receive theGofpel, and become Churches^ 
Matth. 21 . 43. Yea, the Scripture dedareth that when Ifrael is Con«-^ 
verted, they (hall be in the fame Covenant as^^nnetly, tJ>e fanif j 
promifes are made 4;o them in Erjfhiel^: ^s ih^ ffi^fiof^th^ph^r^ 
i^y7c^ as were made to them in Veutrcnowy •, and if the whole '^ewijfh 
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Katioii will be oaeChorcb, when they are reltored. then it will be f(i 
with every other Chriftiai) Nation, the difference between Jews and 
Centiks is now aboliihed. . 

5. Becaufe the fupream Ecclefiaftical Authority doth not lye in 
particular Congregations; if there be no National Church, then eve- 
ry particular Congregation is abfolute and independant, and not 
refponfable te any higher Power: This is too Lordly a principle, it is 
too ambitious a thing for every fmall Congregation to arrogate fuch 
an tncontroulable Power, And to be accountable to none on Earth ; 
this is neither a probable way for the Peace of Churches, nor for the 
fafety of Church Members ; appeals are admitted in all Kingdoms ^ 
and it is more probable that in a whole Country, Perfons may be 
found that may redify the Miscarriages of particular Congregati- 
ons, then that particular Congregations will not inifcarryj this ab- 
foluteneis of particular Congregations is a dignity that the primi- 
tive Churches did not enjoy, this is not the cx)mmon Priviledge of 
Gofpel Churches 1 the primitive Churches were under the Govern- 
ment of the Apoftles, and it feems that God gave them this Power, 
'becaufe the ordinary way of Government could not then be pradi- 
fedi the greater part of all Gentile Nations lying in their Hea- 
thertifm. 

Obj. I . We don't find in the New Tejiament^ any National Church 
among tbeGentilds. 

Jnfw. Th^ rcafon of that is, riot tiiat National Churches are not 
according to the mind of God, in th6 Days of the New Teftament, 
but becaufe jhere Was no Nation that did receive the Chiiftian faith. 
Tho there tvere raiatty Congregatioris gathered among the Centiles, 
yit there wercvery few of them, com pariiitrely^ that did entertain 
t^e Gofpel •, the bulk of all the Gentile Nations, lay in their Hea- 
thenifm, during all that time that we have the Hiftory of in the 
Scriptures. 

-Ob|.. 2,;€odhath not appointed in the New Tefiament any National 
p^cerL ai'thefRgh PHefl in Ifrael, nor any National place of Vror^- 
*^j!^ 'jzs^ttx^i;3i^^ National Church. 

' \'Jinf{v: \ : '^:(y}i\vrt' one National Offeer bvet the whole, is not 
^tfeiitial to the being of a National Church J tfrdel was a National 
Clhurch, when they had no- fuch National Officers, while the firft 
ftbtn did Exercife the Office oiF the Priefts, before the fe'paration of 
tht'Le^testo that work; There be Teverat forts of civirpovwn^ 
ment,none of which are eflential to a Ri^ublibk/Thc being of a Na- 
tio(^aUj:huvch doth not nec^\lal^ t\v\% o\ \i^^\. \^\^^ ^^n^^^.^-^ 
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meat .- If there be a National Cliurch, it follows that there mull be 
. Tome to Rule over.the whole, but that t^b Power (hould refide ei-i 
ther folely, or principally in one Man, doth not follow at all. It 
was futeable to the State of the 7em//Zi Church, that there (hould be 
one fupream Officer to be a Type of Chrift ; b«t now there being 
no fuch occafion, the Church may be governed without any fuch, 

2. To have one National place of WorQiip, is but accidental to a 
National Church ' Jfrael was a National Church in Egypt^ yet had qo 
National place of Worfliip ^ all the Worlhipof God, befides that 
which wastipical, might be attended in their Synagogues. The not 
having a National place of Worfliip, is no hinderance to their be- 
ing Governed by a National Authority. There may be a National 
' Government as well without, as with a National place of Wor-^ 
fliip. 

This National Church is to be divided into provincial, and thofe 
again fubdivided into Cl^lfical. The Light of Nature teaches us to 
make fuch Divifions of great Political Bodies, that Government 
may be more eafily managed. Natural prudence teaches Men in the 
dvil State^ to make fuch Subordination of Courts of Juftlce, for the 
benefit or the Common Wealth. This is according to the Ccfunfel 
which was given to Mofes^ by his father in Law, and approved by 
GoA^Exod. 18. By the fame Rule that the whole is to Rule over the 
parts, the greater parts are to Rule over the leflcr parts, for a great- 
:er part, is an whole refpeding the lefiTer parts into which it is di- 
vided. A County is a part with refpeft to a Province, but an 
whole With refpcft to the feveral Congregations therein, and ac- 
cordingly may Exercife Government over them ; yet with Subor- 
dination to that Authority that is over the whole. A gradation 
both in Civil and Ecclefiaftical Authority is founded in the very 
Law of Nature. 

Obj. If rve grant a National Church under the Gofpel^ we may as weB 
grant an Oecummical Chwrch : thofe that plead for the Jurifdiffion ofSy^ 
mdij refer things at laft to the Judgment of M Oecumenical Synods 

j4nfw. There is no fuch thing as an inftitutedOecumenical Church j^ 
there is a Catholick Church, but that Notes all thofe that profefs the 
true Religion/^ but there is no Inltituted Oecumenical Churchy for the 
feveral Chriftian Nations are not in the (ame Covenant 1 they are 
indeed in the lame fpecial Covenant, but not in the fameindividual 
Covenant ^ fo it is here, one Nation may keep Covenant, while 
^^Acr Nations brack Covcti^nt. 
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• Neither is there any luftitutlon for OecumciuGal S^fnqds^^ if- they 
€0^14 convene^' :tliey ^ave no AuttiQrity ^ .their consultations might 
.beof fomeufe toothers,, but they have bo .Authority. A National 
Synod, is thehigh^ Ecclefiaftical Authority upon Earth. 
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• ■ . 

Of the Government of National Churches.. 

SUch Proteftants as have acknowledged National Churches^ have 
been divided about the form of Government to be f)racTifed a- 
niong them ^ fomc of them are for a mixt Government, partly by 
Arch-Bifliops, and Bilhops, and partly by Synods, fo the Church of 
Eng}and j Some have Governed by a Synod alone, fo the Church of 
Scotland ; and this Government feems moft Confonant to the Word 
of God. Synods have been generally acknowledged in all Churches, 
but upoa differing grotinds, lome have founded them upon that Rule 
of prudence. Prov. '24. 68. In the Multitude of Counfellers there vs 
fafety^ butit they be grounded upon this, they have no other work 
but to counfel and advife, and they can have no Authority j all Eccle- 
fiaftical Authority does depend upon an Inftitution, their Authority 
muft be derived from God. Some do found it upon that Example, 
jiif. 1 5. But this was not properly a Synod, this was not the meet- 
ing of the Elders of many Churches, but of the Apoftles and Elders 
of the Church of Jerufalem^ together with the Brethren •, yet no 
doubt but the Aooftles, who were part of that AlPembly, had the 
Power of a Synod. But the Foundation of Synods is partly that Pub- 
lick Covenant, which is between God and his People, partly his In- 
ftitution in the Old Teftament, and partly the Rules laid down for 
the Churches to walk by in the New Teftament. 

I . This Publick Covenant (hews that the whole muft Rnle the 
parts. The Rule and Government doth fundamentally belong unta 
the Church •, the Church hath a right tb Govern it felf. Thus it is 
Originally with all Nations as to their civil Government, fo alfo as 
to Ecclefiaftical^ and therefore the Exercife of this Government 
muft h^ in the hands of fome that do legally reprefcnt the whole ; 
if it be not by fome that repreftut the vcbote^ ^^'^s. ^fc& Np,\«i«. ^a:^ 
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hot Govern, the Rulers inult be the reprefcntation of the whole 
Church. Thus it is with ft Synod, they are dtbcr the Elders of the 
fevcral Churches, if the Country be not too Numerous, or ftch as 
are chofen by the Eiders, if the Country be large and numerous, 
and thefe are a legal reprefentation of the Churches j the Elders 
of the Churches ar^ chofen ce that Of}k«, to be-Rulers of the fede- 
ral Churches, and in cafe there be need. They have Power to feleft 
out of thenifelves, fuch a Company as may conveniently meet, 
with whom their Power fliall be entrufted. The Light of Nature 
teaches, that the Government mufl: be committed to fuch a Number, 
as fliall not be uncapable by reafon of their Number, to aflemWc 
and difcourfe together, for otherwifc the Government of the 
Church would not be a tbing p^-adicable. 

Thus it is not with Bifljopsj th|?y do* not legally reprefent the 
Churchy for they ar^ not chofen by the Church, they are hotPer- 
Ibns eleft^d by the Church to Aft in their behalf, but arc put into 
their Office by civil Authority ^ and how .can they reprefent the 
Church w:ho do not defire any Authority from the Church j and fe- 
condly, their Office is not of Divioejinftitution, snd how can they 
who are not of C)ivine appQiptment, legally reprefent the d'hurch r 
Thofe whofe Office is not .sicknowledged ip the Law of God, cannot 
legally reprefent thp Church c>f;Godrf \ '. 

2. The Church of the Jewi was Governed by a Counfel of feven- 
ty two Perfons. Some are of Opinion that the.'J'^n'^.haaJboth an Eot 
clefiaftical and a cmlSanedrim^ this is evident, that in Chrills time 
they ha^d a Councel that did confifl: in a gre^t part of the Priefts. 
^St. 14. €. and 21. 30. And that QocJ appointed the I^i lefts ana 
other Judges to joyn together ia hearing of Controverdes, Deut. 
19. 17. Soalfo that there was an alTembly of the chief of tlic 
Priefts and Levites, appointed by Jvbqfljaphat to hear Eccledallical 
caufes, 2 Chmt. 19. 8'. And that the High Prieft was over thera-inr 
thofe Ecclefiaftical caufes, v,m. By thefe things it is evident, that 
the Church of /yr^e/.wasGoverned.by an AfeiiWy of the Principal 
Men of the Church. Chrift Jefusdoth apprq^vo o,f their formot 
Governmenft that w$in his timc^ MaUb. i^. x^SiBy VikRs^ 
Scribes, Phartfees. By this it is not only evident, that the Govern- 
ment of a National or .Prfivincial Church, by an Aflejnbly of .its 
Principal Elders, is a proper futeaWe and hopeful way ^ liut likewire 
£/'jttMs wayh to be obferved in Chriftian .Nations, feeing no o^. 
'^cr /^rovj/ian is made for cheir.Goycrnie\\ct\ti many of tne ^* 
^wtwents that God wade for thejemfl) C\\v\tcV\j Ao coxvtm^vti 
^'^/t///^ and this among the reft, no ot\\ct ?toVv^\o\v>om^tci^?^^ 
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that we are limittcd to the fame Number thaiihey were, Ciaiuu- 
ftances being a fufficient reafou for a variation ia lach cafes. 

3. The appointment of Chrift, that Teaching and Ruli.iv^, Tlclcrs 
Ihouid Govern the Church, flicws the Power ot Svnods ; {WA\: .ire 
appointed byChrift tobe the Rulers of the Chnnii, y Tifn, 5, 1 -. 
Beb, 13. 17. There are no other appointed to be Rulers or i^j: 
Church fince the Age qf the Apoltlcs, ihcretore the GovcrnincjK oil 
the National Cliurch muft be in their hands ^ none bntihey hdvc 
any Intereft in the Publick Government \ there is no Warrant from 
the Word of God to intruft the Government in. the hands of any 
others, and there is fuflicient. Warrant for them, to take uooot 
them the Government of the National Church, and this by Virti!& 
<rf their Office. If there be a Publick Covenant, every Church i> 
bound in Conjun6:ion with others to fee "the Covenant kept, and ' 
their Rulers, with whom their Power is intrufted, are bound by Vir- 
tue of their Office, to joyn with others to fee their Covenant kept- 
fo that their Afting in a lynod, is not by Virtue of any New Office. 
AMinifter by Virtue of his Mihifteriarfunftion, hath Power in 
Conjnnftion with others, to Govern the National or Provincial 
Churph. 

Obj. If Minifiers have a Bond upon them^ to joyn ip/V/j others in tlie 
Rule of the National . qr Provincial Churchy then they feem in their own 
Perfons to be bound to attend that. Service'^ ,which if all fhould do in Na^ * 
tional Synods^ the Synods rvould be fo large a Body'^ that they £ould not 
Difcourje together^ and it would be an intoUerable prejudice to their Con'- 
gregations^ being much deprived of their Labours. 

• 

Anfxy. The Power of Intrufting delegates is Warranted by the 
Light and .Law of Nature, there being a neceffity of it for the good 
Goverhoient of Societies, and there is no neceffity of a particulir 
Inftitution in this cafe J the neceffity of humane affairs does requiio 
that Gqvernment be intrufted with fuch a Nuiiiber that it may be 
managed to advantage to the Publick, neither is there any hazard of 
being involved in guilt by fuch a method j a feled Niimber of the 
moft. Pi^udent-and Holy of the Elders^ are js likely to Govern, the 
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C H A p. X. 
Of the Power of Synods. 

THE Power <rf Synods doth confift principally in thefr 
things: 

I. They are to teach the Peoptc, they are, to hold forth 
Light uato the Church, that was a part of the work of the 
Sanedrim at Jerufakm^ to "teach the People the will of God, 
Mattb. 23. 2, 3. That was the fpccial work of the Levites, 
Deut. 33. 10. That Affembly mentioned, Aff. 15. Met together 
to give Light to the People of God. 

It is very meet that Synods do Publifh confeflions of faith^ 
not only to bear Tcftimony to the World, and, other Chrifti- 
srn Kingdoms, of their acknowledging the Truth, but efpccially 
to be a Ligli unto the Churches, to guide them in the way of 
Life, thb hath generally been pra&ifed by the Synods of. the 
reformed Churches. 

They fliould particularly Vindicate the Truth, and beat their 
Tcftimony againft thofe Errors that arc Springing up, jiS.i$. 
24. It is meet alfo in cafe of Corruptions in manners, that 
they do declare what the mind of God is, and Vindicate 
the Rule ; that, if it be poflible, they may root out (uch Licentious 
principles as are prevailing amongQ: the People, and advife 
them CO repent of foch d^enerades as bring down tb^ Judg- 
ments of God. Yet no Man b bound to receive the Do« 
drines, or pradife the Rules held forth by a Synod, be* 
carufe the; are taught by them. A Synod is not infallible, and 

therefore 



Ofdinance ot Ciod, loienuuy to weign tne uoctrmes neid torth 
thereby V bat they arc not to receive them by an implicite 
faith ^ we aix bound to prove all things, and if a Man dopra«- 
ftife againit the Light of his own Confcicncc, becaufe a Synod 
hath otherwife determined ^ he greatly fins^ Rom. 14. 23. The 
Synod nsay dire^ him in a wrong way^ and no Man can be 
bound, ta any. thing that God has forbidden, Deut. 13. 3. 

2. They are to bind and loofe, to inflift Ecclefiaftical cen- 
fiires^* or to take them off ; the fupream Ecdefialtical Authority 
muft.havc Pdwer of Judgment, that fo there may no publick 
guUt lye upon the Church ^ if they have not Power of Judg- 
ment, Particular Perfons jnay be oppreffed by th^ rigour of 
Fre&yteries^ and many irregularities committed by the Church, . 
whereby the Country doth become guilty, and there would be 
no fufficient way to deliver the Land from guilt. Synods have 
Power to Admonifti^ to Excommunicate, and deliver from thofe- 
ceafures, and every Man mult ftand to the Judgment of the.' 
National Synod, Dem. 1 7. 1 2, 

They are to Judge in cafe of Complaint j when any Perfon 
Judges himfelf. wronged by-the Judgment of a particular Church, . 
and complains to a Synod, they are to hear the cafe, and upon 
the hearing of it, not to advife the Church either to confirm 
the fentence, or to take it off; but if there be occallon, they 
are to take off the fentence and reltore the Man unlio his pri- 
vilcdge. 

They are to judge in cafe of other Complaints ; if any Man 
bath a Complaint againit another, and cannot obtain a hearing 
in the Church that he belongs unto, or if the Elders of a par- 
ticular Church be Complained of for any Male-Admini(tration, . 
or if a Church with the Elders be complained of for Herelie, 
or other fcandalous Corruption, the Synod is to hear and Judge 
the cafe, and they may not only cenfure particular Perfons, mt 
w,hale; Churches alTo in cafe of nee^d. 

3. Syoodft 






3. bynoQS nave rower to ovciicc tiic calling oi renons to 
• the Miniftry, and to appoint iholc who fhall examine them j if 
ther Synod have the Government of the Church in their hands^ 
tho tjiey ftiould not abridge Congregations of their Liberty, yet 
they ftiould fee that Churches Aft regularly, and that none 
ihould be fet in the Miniftry but fuch as are duely qualified, 
therefore it belongs them to appoint meet Perfons to examine 
fuch as are called to the Miniftry, and to teftify their approba- 
tion by the laying on of hands. Tit. 1.5. 

The appointing of Ceremonies of Worfhip is properly the 
work of Jefus Chrilt ; the making of orders concerning the ex- 
ternal concernments of the Church, is properly the work of 
the Civil Magiftrate ; but the appointment of fuch as fhall o- 
verfee the calling of Perfons to the Miniftry, doth properly be- 
long to the Ecdefiaftical Authority. 
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